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Watercolor Painting Tips
A few guidelines: 

The most important idea in watercolor painting is that you must determine what will be white from the very beginning.  Use a resist on the areas that need to remain white by using a white crayon or masking fluid.  The other option is – not to paint the white areas.  Try to leave some white paper showing in your watercolor painting.  It is not required to paint the entire page.
Sketch/draw your image using a hard pencil lead like a H4.  If you use an ebony pencil you will need to erase the lines so that they are very light.  These lines will be a part of the painting because watercolor paint is transparent.
Painting tips:

1. Paint the background first and then the foreground.
2. Paint the lightest colors first and gradually build up to darker areas.
3. Paint the largest areas first and the smallest things last.
4. Use black paint last!
5. Paint details last!
Be prepared to take a quiz on the brush strokes and techniques.

Requirements for the landscape watercolor painting:

Your painting must: 

1. have a composition, preferably one of the 10 classic compositions.
2. be a nature landscape scene including trees and grass.

3. be based on your sketch.
4. include your imaginary character.
Be sure to use 5 of the different brush strokes that you learned. 

1. wash

2. gradation wash or double gradation wash

3. short strokes

4. long strokes

5. curved strokes or (comma) C strokes

6. straight strokes

7. stippling or doting

8. scumbling

Be sure to use 5 of the watercolor techniques that we learned

1. lifting with a brush

2. lifting with a paper towel

3. charging with paint

4. charging with water

5. wet on wet

6. wet on dry

7. glazing

8. salt

9. Crayon resist.

Be sure to mix the colors and vary your brush stokes. 

Happy Painting!!
