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Design and 2D

Watercolor Technique Exercises
Brushes:  Watercolor brushes have very soft hair and are usually thick.
Paint:  Drop water into each paint pan before you use it.  Watercolor paint must have water added to it before you can start.
DIRECTIONS:  Divide your paper into 9 sections using wavy lines and then draw a circle in each section.  Draw a design with the watercolor pencils inside each circle.  You will paint the areas with each of the techniques listed below.  Paint over the watercolor pencil circles to see how they interact with each of the techniques.  One of the sections is for your choice or experimentation.

HINT:  You need to wait for an area to dry before you can paint next to it.  Therefore, paint one area then skip a space so that the paint can dry.
1. Wet on Wet:  Wet the paper by painting on plain water, then pick up paint with the brush and add it to the wet area.  You should see the paint bleed or run.
2. Wet on Dry:  Paint as you normally would.  Use wet paint on dry paper.
3. Glazing:  Paint a few strokes of the same color and let them dry.  Paint over the strokes in a different direction with another color.  Let that dry and paint over it one more time with a third color.

4. Lifting:  In watercolor, this is like erasing.  Paint the area with a color, rinse your brush out and paint over the color with a clean brush.  The brush will pick up the color – lifting it off the paper.

5. Charging with water: Paint the area with a color, rinse your brush, leave the water in the brush and touch it to the painted areas.  This creates a bloom in the paint.
6. Charging with Paint: Paint the area with a color and rinse your brush.  Pick up another color in your brush and touch it to the painted areas.  This creates a bloom in the paint.
7. Crayon Resist:  Draw with a white crayon and paint on top.

8. Salt:  Paint a wash, and while it is still wet, toss a pinch of salt onto it.
