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Design and 2D

Watercolor Brush Exercises
Brushes:  Watercolor brushes have very soft hair and are usually thick.  Always store the brushes with the handle down in a container.
Paint:  Drop water into each paint pan before you use it.  Watercolor paint must have water added to it before you can start.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DIRECTIONS:  Divide your paper into 9 sections.  You will paint the areas with each of the brush strokes listed below.  
HINT:  You need to wait for an area to dry before you can paint next to it.  Therefore, paint one area then skip a space so that the paint can dry.
1. Flat Wash:  Used for covering large areas with a flat consistent color.  Put your brush that is loaded with paint on the paper and move from left to right and down the page.
2. Gradation:  Paint as if you are painting a wash but add water to your brush (instead of paint) as you move down the page.  The paint will move from dark color to lighter color.
3. Double Gradation:  Paint a gradation from top to bottom and then paint a second gradation from bottom to top in a different color.
4. Short Strokes:  Short flip of the wrist strokes, like grass.

5. Long Strokes: Strokes that require you to move your arm.
6. Curved Strokes: Strokes that are curved by moving your wrist up and down as you move your arm.
7. Straight Strokes: Strokes that you do not move your wrist.

8. Stippling:  To paint in a dotting motion.  

9. Scumbling:  To paint by rolling the brush randomly across the page.
